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Selectboard Meeting Highlights 

Tuesday, September 27, 2016 

 

 

Polling Place Set for November 8th General Election.  Prior to the start of the Selectboard meeting, 

and in accordance with 17 VSA § 051, the Board of Civil Authority met to set the Town’s new 

Recreation Facility at 154 Creek Road, as the polling place for Middlebury residents who wish to vote 

in the November 8th General Election.  The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Early 

voting opened on September 26th. Ballots are available at the Town Clerk’s Office at 77 Main Street, 

Monday – Thursday, from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. through Thursday, November 3rd, and from 8:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Friday, November 4th. 

 

Munson Road Water Line Repair.  Munson Road resident Mike Davis appeared before the Board to 

discuss a September 16th letter he received from the Town informing him and three adjacent 

property owners that they were responsible for repairs that needed to be made to a 2” water line 

servicing their properties, since the water line is not part of the Town’s system.  Mr. Davis reported 

that he and his neighbors were unaware that the water service connection to their homes – installed 

in 1962 – was listed in the Town’s Private Water Line Book and questioned how homeowners are 

notified when such arrangements exist.  After a lengthy discussion, the Board agreed that the Town’s 

Public Works Department would repair the water line and bill back the homeowners for the work.  

The Board also directed Town staff to research other properties in Middlebury with private water line 

arrangements and notify affected property owners. 

 

Ladder Truck Contract Awarded.  The Board approved the Ladder Truck Subcommittee’s 

recommendation to award the contract for the purchase of a new ladder truck for the Middlebury 

Fire Department to HME Inc., of Wyoming, MI, for a total cost of $809,766.  The total to the Town 

includes a $15,334 discount for 100% prepayment.  It is anticipated that the new truck will be 

delivered in late 2017. 

 

Update on Transportation Alternatives Grant Application for Supplemental Funding for a Shared-

Use Path on Exchange Street.  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay reported that Town staff, working 

with Regional Planning, will be prepared to present a proposal to the Board on October 11th for the 

submission of a VTrans Transportation Alternatives Grant Program application for the Exchange 

Street Sidewalk Project, pending updated cost estimates from the design engineer.  If approved, the 

application could provide supplemental funding for the possible construction of a shared-use path 

from Champlain Valley Plumbing & Heating out to Rt. 7. 

 

Downtown Bridge Replacement Project Update.  Local Project Management Team Community 

Liaison Jim Gish reported that representatives from VTrans, VHB and Kubricky Construction will 

provide an update on the status of the Bridge Replacement Project schedule and grant agreement to 

the Selectboard on October 11th, followed by individual meetings with key downtown stakeholders 

and a community information session in early November. 

 

Discontinuance of Adirondack View Drive Approved.   Following an August 23rd site visit and public 

hearing on the matter, the Board voted to sign an Order of Discontinuance for Adirondack View Drive 

as a Town road.  The Order authorized Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to execute a Quitclaim Deed 
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conveying the land to Middlebury College, as well as a Bill of Sale and other appropriate documents 

to convey the Town’s interest in the water and sewer infrastructure underlying the road. 

 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Public Safety & Health Committee Meeting of September 13, 2016.  Board member Laura Asermily 

reported on the September 13th meeting of the Public Safety & Health Committee, which included a 

follow up discussion regarding the Town’s Noise Ordinance in relation to Middlebury Airport.  Laura 

noted that the Committee is working with residents on how best to file and track noise ordinance 

complaints 

 

Middlebury Business Development & Innovation Fund Meeting of September 15, 2016.  Office of 

Business Development & Innovation Director Jamie Gaucher report on the MBDF Advisory Board’s 

meeting of September 15th, which featured a conversation with representatives from Fairpoint 

Communications around potential linkages with the Town’s economic development priorities.  Ripton 

resident and technology consultant Bryan Alexander joined the discussion to highlight the growing 

importance of widely-available broadband infrastructure as an important resource for both the 

businesses and schools. 

 

Policy Review Committee Meeting of September 21, 2016.  Board member Donna Donahue 

reviewed draft revisions to the Town’s Vending Ordinance that the Committee recently finalized for 

the Board’s consideration.  The updated draft ordinance includes language that would prohibit 

commercial activity on any Town property or right of way, with the exception of commercial activity 

that occurs as part of an event approved under the Public Assemblage Ordinance or as part of 

sidewalk sales events sponsored by the Better Middlebury Partnership.  The Selectboard accepted 

the draft ordinance, as presented, and in accordance with 24 VSA § 127-107, agreed to warn a public 

hearing to take testimony on the proposed changes.  It is anticipated that the public hearing will be 

scheduled for a Board meeting in November. 

 

Energy Committee Meeting of September 21, 2016.  Board member Heather Seeley reported on the 

September 21st meeting of the Energy Committee, which included a brief workshop on implementing 

the Trip Diaries project component of the Transportation Hub Grant and a discussion of the Energy 

Section of the Town Plan. 

 

Town-College Lunch Meeting of September 22, 2016.  Board member Brian Carpenter reported on 

the Quarterly Town-College Lunch Meeting of September 22nd, which included a discussion of the 

MBDF Initiative Review and updates on the Downtown Bridge Replacements Project and 94 Main 

Street park construction. 

 

MBDF Initiative Review Subcommittee Meeting of September 23, 2016.  Board member Nick Artim 

reported on the Subcommittee’s initial meeting of September 23rd, which focused on creating a plan 

and timeline for conducting its review of the MBDF’s progress to-date. 
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Award of Contract for Pool House Siding & Window Replacement Project.  The Board voted to 

award a contract for the Pool House Siding and Window Replacement Project to the low-bidder, 

Robert Miller, for a total cost of $16,900. 

 

Appointment of Deputy Zoning Administrative Officer.  The Board approved a recommendation 

from Planning and Zoning Director Jennifer Murray to appoint Assistant Zoning Administrator Victor 

Sinadinoski as Deputy Zoning Administrative Officer for a 3-year term. 

 

Update on Attorney Dumont’s Letter Regarding Vermont Gas.  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay 

reported that Town Counsel had provided to Planning and Zoning Director Jennifer Murray his  

analysis of Attorney Dumont’s August 31 letter requesting the Town initiate enforcement action 

against Vermont Gas under Zoning Ordinance § 1210 for “constructing natural gas distribution 

facilities in Middlebury without a zoning permit.”  Jennifer is preparing a formal response from her 

office for Attorney Dumont. 

 

Set Fall Meeting Schedule.  In light of conflicts with the General Election on November 8th, the Board 

agreed to re-schedule its November meetings to November 15th and November 29th (3rd and 5th 

Tuesdays of the month).  The first presentation of the Town’s FY18 budget before the Board will take 

place on the 29th. 

 

Town Manager’s Report 

 

Update on the Creek Road Erosion Stability Study.  Regional Planning is conducting a Creek Road 

Interested Stakeholder Questionnaire as part of the Creek Road Erosion Stability Study being 

conducted under contract with Pathways Consulting, LLC.  The deadline for completing the 

questionnaire has been extended to October 7th; therefore, the planned September 28th public 

meeting on the Stability Study has been postponed to a date yet to be determined.   

 

 

Video recordings of Middlebury Selectboard Meetings are available on the  

Middlebury Community Television web site:  

middleburycommunitytv.org 
 

 

These Selectboard Meeting Highlights are intended to provide a brief summary of Selectboard meetings to help communicate matters pending before the 

Selectboard to Town Employees, local officials and State Legislators.  The Highlights are not comprehensive minutes, and are not reviewed or endorsed by 

the Board before they are distributed.   Selectboard Meeting Highlights and other Town news and information are available via e-mail; sign up on the 

Town's website, or call the Town Offices, 388-8100, ext. 202. 

 

Kathleen Ramsay, Town Manager 

 


